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xO?::ia\[  ijews  on  fruit 


The  Argentine  Fresh  Fruit  Export  Season 


Summary:    A  consideratle  increase  in  Argentine  fresh  fruit 
exports  is  expected  this  season,  according  to  a  communication  from 
Paul  0.  Nyhus,  Agricultural  Attache  at  B'uenos  Aix'^es.    With  an  up- 
v;ard  trend  in  fruit  crops  in  prospect  and  a  larger  crop  this- season 
than  last,  the  Argentine  C-overnment  is  taking  ne^:?  measures  to  in- 
crease the  domestic  consumr;tiQn  of  fruit  and  is  attempting  to  widen 
the  expert  outlets  through  trade  agreements  and  by  iimproved  trans- 
portation facilities  for  frait,  states  the  report. 

A  constantly  increasing  production  of  pears  has  resulted  in 
an  increase  in  the  exports  of  this  fruit,  some  teing  shipped  to 
I'.svi  York  in  volume  for  the  first  tim.e  this  year.     It  is  believed  that 
grape  shipm.cnts  t'D  the  United  States  will  be  larger  this  season  than 
last.    Fruit  growers  arc  favored  by  the  ability  of  exporters  to  soil 
their  export  bills  on  the  free  miarkct,  a  concession  which  is  granted 
to  few  producers  of  export  commodities  in  the  Argentine  writes 
Ivlr.  ITyhus. 

Grapes;     The  crop    his  year  of  both  wine  and  table  grapes  in 
the  provinces  of  San  Juan  and  Mendoza  is  considered  good  and  larger 
than  last  year's  crop.     In  the  beginning  of  the  season  shipments  to 
the  United  states  included  a  num^ber  of  varieties,  but  shipments  from, 
now  on  will  consist  mostlj'  of  the  AliTioria  variety.    Few  IvTuscatels  are 
shipped  since  they  do  not  stand  u"o  v/ell  in  shipment.    Jvlarkot  prices 
are  som.ev/h^t  better  than  last  year,  being  about  3.50  to  4.00  Argentine 
pesos  per  box  of  10  kilograms,  equivalent  to  $0.95  to  $1.10  United 
States  currency  per  box  of  22  pounds.     Shipm^ents  from.  January  1st  to 
March  1st  this  season  were  71,008  boxes  compared  with  68,325  boxes  dur- 
ing the  corresponding  period  a  year  ago.    The  shipping  season  has  not 
reached  its.  peak,  but  the  trade  is  of  the  opinion  that  shirjm.ents  to  the 
States  for  the  entire  season  will  exceed  those  of  last  year,     a./  The 
following  table  shows  exports  to.  the  United  states  as  compared  with 
total  exTDorts.  '  " 


£7    Shipm^ents  on  "Southern  Prince"  (i.^rch  14)  are  placed' at  8S,000  boxes. 
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GRAPES:    Exports  frori  Argentina  to  the  United  States 
as  cojnparad  "/ith  total  exports,  1951  to  1935 


HxgortcA  to 

Year  ; 

United  States  ' 

Others 

Total 

B:i.:es  '1/ 

:        Boxes  1/ 

Eozes  1/ 

1932    : 

328,045  ; 
2/        343,481  : 
'354, 274  : 
457,179  < 
429,131  • 

238,139  : 

217,552 

190,305 

235,430 

341,002 

616,234 
561,033 
544,579 
742,659 
:  770,133 

1/    One  box  equals  10  kilos  or  22  lbs. 
Z/    Includes  5,494  kegs. 
5/    To  I£ay  16. 


"/hen  the  announcement  was  rriade  in  the  United  States  that 
quarantine  regalations  on  grapes  were  liberalized  so  as  to  permit 
the  entry  of  foreign  gra"Dcs  into  the  port  of  New  Orleans,  local  ex- 
porters investigated  the  possibility  of  shipments  to  -^"^^ew  Orleans 
but  because  of  the  lack  of  refrigeration  on  snips  destined  for  New 
Orleans  no  shipments  will  bo  made  this  year.    An  Airicrican  steamship 
company  operating  out  of  l\Tew  Orleans  is  reported  to  bo  adding  refri- 
geration facilities  to  four'  boats  which  will  be  available  for  the 
next  shipping  season.    Monthly  exports  in  1935  from.  Argentina  to  the 
United  States  and  to  foreign  countiles  are  indicated  in  the  table 
which  follows: 


GRAPES  ERUSH:    Exports  from  Argentina  to  the  United  States 
as  com.pared  with  total  exports,  by  months,  1935 


I]xportGd  to 

.  Ivlonth  ; 

United  states  ', 

Others 

Total 

Boxes  1/ 

Boxes  1/ 

Boxes  l/ 

5,206 

:  914 

:  6,120 

:  63,119 

20,891 

84,010 

133,607 

122,077 

:  310,684 

143,531 

119,171 

262,552 

28,818 

58  ,315 

87,131 

19,636 

19 , 536 

429,131 

341,002 

770,133 

Source:  "Boletin  Inf orrriative , "  -  Seccion  Commercial  de  la  Eruta. 
1/    One  box  equals  1^-  kilos  or  22  lbs. 
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Melons:     Thoro  arc  liberal  supplies  of  melons  tliis  year  but 
it  is  stated  that  country  dealers  in  previous  3/cars  havo  had  such 
unsatisfactory  returns  from  consignments  to  the  Now  York  market  that 
ten  venture  to  make  shipments  to  the  States.     The  bulk  of  the  exports 
consists  of  Honeyde'.v  melons,  but  this  year  a  trial  shipm.ent  of  225 
crates  of  Valencies  was  made  and  vv'hich  sold  vrell  in  New  York.  Addi- 
tional quantities  of  this  variety,  however,  ere  difficult  to  locate. 
Local  7;holesale  prices  are  similar  to  last  3/ear,  or  3.50  to  4. GO 
pesos  (:|0.95  to  $1.10)  per  crate  of  6  to  8  melonse 

A  leading  United  States  imipcrter  has  transferred  his  repre- 
sentative from  Spain  to  Argentina  for  the  current  season  and  it  is 
possible  that  shipments  may  be  larger  than  last  year.     shipm.ents  to 
the  United  States  in  January  and  February  of  this  year  were  1,438 
crates,  compared  ?/ith  1,393  crates  during  the  corresponding  period 
last  3'-ear.     Total  exports  to  the  United  States  consisted  of  4,677 
crates  last  year  and  10,562  crates  in  1954, 

Pears:     The  shipment  of  pears  in  some  volume  to  the  United 
States  is  one  of  the  new  dovelopmonts  in  the  export  fruit  trade  with 
the  United  States.    Last  year  during  the  entire  season  the  pear  ex- 
ports reached  3,755  boxes  of  20  kilograms  (44  pounds).     In  January 
and  February  of  this  year  shipments  Y/ere  14,487  boxes.     The  exports 
to  the  United  States  are  small  in  relation  to  the  total  exports  -  less 
"t-hanlO  percent  -  but  exporters  and  the  Fruit  section  of  the 
Argentine  Ministry  of  Agriculture  are  hopeful  of  a  much  larger  pear 
miarket  in  the  United  States  in  the  future.     Local  f  .o.b.  prices  for 
export  shipments  arc  5.00  to  6.00  pesos  ($1.37  to  $1.65)   per  box. 
It  Is  believed  that  .v;ith  the  season  for  Williams  about  finished,  ship- 
ments from^  now  on  will  fall  off  sharply.    Later  varieties,  -  vVinter 
Nclis,  etc.  -  are  so  such  higher  in  price  locally  that  shipm.ents  of 
these  varieties  are  considered  im.probable. 

Pears  for  export  originate  in  two  producing  districts,  the 
Mendoza-San  Juan  region  in  the  North-West  and  the  Rio  Negro  Valley  in 
the  South-West.    Rc^ilroad  shipm.ents  from  these  tv/o  regions  indicate 
quite  completely  the  marketings  in  these  regions,  since  local  con- 
sumption and  th-^  miovciient  by  truck  'are  sm.all  item.s.     In  1935  shipments 
of  pears  by  rail  fromo.  the  Rio  Negro  Valley  consisted  of  775,000  boxes 
end  from,  the  Province  of  Moncloza  of  461,000  boxes  of  20  kilos  (44  lbs.). 

No  statistics  since  1931  are  available  on  the  number  of  pear 
trees  in  these  two  regions,  but  particularly  in  the  Mendoza  region 
the  n^ambcr  of  trees  set  out  during  the  past  five  years  has  been  largo 
and  an  informal  estimate  has  been  made  that  there  are  probably 
1,500,000  p^ar  trees  in  the  Mendoza  district  at  the  present  time,  com.- 
pared  with  1,000,000  trees  five  years  ago.    With  the  progressive  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  trees  set  out  production  has  increased  rapidly 
as  new  orchards  have  reached  com-;iorcial  production  and  other  orchards 
have  reached  full  bearing. 
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The  Argentine  l:inistry  of  Agriculture  and  other  agencies 
have  adopted  special  irieasures  to  secure  a  v'ider  distrioution  of 
fruit  in  Argentina  and  to  keeD  retail  prices  at  a  lov/  level  so 
as  to  increase  consumption.     It  is  reported  tiiat  these  measures 
have  proved  renarhaoly  successful  in  absorbing  the  larger  fruit 
crops  this  year.     In  municipal  fi'ui  c  stands  distributed  about  the 
city  of  Buenos  Aires,  Williams  peers,  extra  fancy  grado ,  retail 
for  30  centavGs  a  kilogram,  equivalent  approximatel;/  to  7  cents 
in  Uiiitod  States  currency  rior  dozen  of  medium  sized  poars.  In 
trade  agroemients  the  go^.^cmmcnt  has  endeavored  to  secure  larger 
c^uotas  and  concossions  for  Argentine  fruit.     Several  shipping  cofi- 
panies  operating  between  Argentina  and  northern  European  ports 
have  provided  refrigeration  facilities  expressly  to  handle 
Argentine  fruit.     Total  m-onthly  exports  of  pears  last  yoar  and  ox- 
ports  to  the  United  States  are  included  in  the  table  which  follows: 


PEARS  FRiSH:    Sxr}orts  from  Argentina  to  the  United  States 
as  com.pared  with  total  exp'Orts  by  m.onths,  iP35 


Exported  to 

Months 

United  States 

Others 

Total 

Boxes  1/ 

Boxes  1/  : 

:      Boxes  _!/ 

:  18,270 

;  18,270 

2,300 

117,013 

119,313 

350 

47 , 213 

47,566 

115 

;               31,341  : 

31,456 

1,000 

14,923  : 

15,023 

:                 1,670  : 

1,670 

1,760  : 

1,760 

August  ...... 

250 

250 

Total 

5,765  : 

252,445  : 

236,208  ■; 

Source:  "Boletin  Informative"  -  Seccion  Gom.ercial  ^'e  la  Fruta. 
_!/    One  box  equals  20  kilos  or  44  lbs. 


Plums,  Peaches,  Apples  and  Cherries;     In  January  and  February 
exports  of  plums  to  the  United  states  amounted  to  1,331  boxes  and 
peaches  to  1,058  bowes,  compared  to  1,678  and  400  boxes  respectively 
during  the  samie  period  a  year  ago.  ,   The  boxes  weigh  10  kilogra^ns  or 
22  pounds.    Local  f.o.b.  prices  are  4.00  to  5,00  pesos  (,\;.1.10  to 
$1.37)  per  bois  for  plu^iis,  and  3.50  pesos  ($0,95)  for  peaches.  No 
significant  change  is  anticipated  in  the  exports  of  theso  fruits.  It 
is  stated  that  their  prices  are  high  in  relation  to  the  prices  of 
other  fruits  available  in  the  New  York  market  and  that  the  miarl<:ot 
for  these  fruits  is  limited  further  by  their  porishibility.     It  is 
contended  that  sine:,  the  market  is  bo  narrow  extra  shipm.cn ts  of  a  few 
hundred  cases  can  easily  demoralize  the  i.iarket.    Exriorts  to  the 
United  States  of  plums  cud  peaches  in  1934  and  1935  are  shown  in  the 
following  table. 

i 
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STOilE  FRUITS:  E:c3Grts 

fron  Argontixxr.  to 

tho  Unitod  States, 

IS 34  and  1935 

— ,  

Coi;imo:1ity 

• 



1-  34  . 

19  35 

e 
• 

« 

Boxos  \f  \ 

:           Boxos  l/ 

698 

2,173 

40 

pGr;C:iGs  '~iid  apricots: 

734  ; 

551 

ly432 

:  2,769 

Sourco:  "Bolotin  Ini orruativo"  -  Soccion  CoiTicrcial  do  la  Truta. 
1/    One  box  oq_uals  10  Ivilos  or  22  lbs. 


The  apple  crop  in  the  Hio  I^egro  Valley  is  reported  as  larger 
than  last  j'-car  and  shipments  to  tho  United  Kijigdom  and  other 
European  countrios  are  imdor  T/ay^    In  the  past  no  shipraents  have 
been  made  to  the  United  States  and  there  are  :iO  exaectations  of  do- 
ing so  this  year.    3xports  of  apales  last  year  (1935),  chiefly  to 
northern  Europe  and  England,  were  77,000  boxes. 


